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Within Boonsliok State Park there are three natural, salt springs 

situated in a valley cut by the Salt Creek. This creek flows from 

north to south and has as one source a stream originating from the 

three salt springs. The area surrounding the lick is characterised 

by rolling loessial hills which are predoininately forested. The 

water froa the springs contains an appreciable amount of salt (1.99/0 

as well as sodium chloride (l.8\$). (Joan May Weiland, "Ecology of 

Salt Springs in Central Missouri," Unpublished Master's thesis, 

University of Missouri, June 1962, p. 57.)

To facilitate easy refrence, the springs have been deoignated springs 

No. 1 and Ko. 2 (See sketch map). The third spring was dug to a 

depth of 1001 feet in 18?0, and has been designated as a salt well.

Spring Ko. 1 emerges at the base of a hill and flows in a north 

westerly direction to the salt stream. Spring Ko. 2 opens into a 

snail hollow about $00 feet northeast of the Kiain spring area. The 

salt well is 61t feet northeast of Spring Ho. 1 and flows in a 

southerly direction. The outflow of the two springs and salt well 

appear to be equal. (Joan Kay Ueiland, "Ecology of Salt Springs in 

Central Missouri," Unpublished Master's thesis. University of 

Missouri, June 1962, p. 15.)

Surrounding the two springs and salt well are iiany weathered, wooden, 

upright posts, which are nost likely the remains of a late 19th 

century attempt to work the salt springs. These posts appear to 

have been used as supports for digging operations. (See accom 

panying photographs)

In the vicinity of the springs there are patches of barren flat 

soil which glistens with salt crystals during the warn, dry months 

of the year. The crystallization results from the dissolved salts 

in the water brought to the surface through capillary action. (Joan 

May Weiland, "Ecology of Salt Springs in Central Missouri," Unpub 

lished Easter's thesis, University of Missouri, June 1962, p. 30.)

Located northeast of the main spring area is a hand forged iron 

kettle, thought to have been used by the Boone brothers in their 

manufacture of salt. The Missouri State Park Board Maintains the 

site in a State Park and has constructed a foot path and two foot 

bridges to provide access to the spring area. The two springs and 

salt well have not been reconstructed or restored.
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Boonslick is a significant natural spring, salt lick, named after 

Daniel Boone's two sons, Nathan and Daniel Morgan Boone. This 

spring was one of the primary sources of salt for the Indians in 

the central Missouri area and for the early settlements along 

the Missouri River between 1806 and 1833. The site is also sig 

nificant as it was a stopping point for travelers along an ancient 

Indian trace which became an early highway from St. Charles west 

ward across Missouri, knoi^i as the Boonslick Road. The area 

around the salt lick, presently Howard County, became known as 

the "Boonslick Country," and was a prime settlement area in the 

early iSOO's. (Louis Houck, A History of Missouri, Vol. 3, p. 11)6.)

The springs were included in a Spanish land grant of IjOO arpents to 

.James Mackay on I'Jay 21, 1797. Mackay, a native of Scotland, was 

com-nissioned by the Spanish Governor to explore the upper Kissouri 

River between 1795 and 1796, and may have discovered the salt 

springs at this tinie. However, it is probable that French trappers, 

traders and explorers who came into central Missouri earlier in 

the 18th Century learned of the springs from the Indians.

Nathan and Daniel M. Boone began boiling the water for salt at the 

site in 1806. At this time they had one furnace with forty kettles 

Which required six to eight sen to operate. The brothers produced 

from 2J> to 30 bushels of salt per day. This was shipped to settle 

ments along the Kisso'.iri ?.iver and to St. Louis where it sold for 

152.00 to f.'2.50 per bushel. (Draper Manuscripts, Interview with 

Nathan Boone, lS5l, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Vol. 6S, 

pp. 2l|li-2!j6.) The salt works were later expanded by enlarging the 

ejcisting furnace and erecting a new one, enabling each furnace to 

hold sixty kettles. The operation of these furnaces required from 

sijcteen to twenty rnenj each furnace produced about 100 bushels of 

salt per day. According to Boone, 300 gallons of water were 

required to make one bushel of salt. (Draper Manuscripts, Interview 

with Hathan Boone, 18J1, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 

Vol. 6S, pp. 21,1)-2!)6.)



Form 10-300o UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
i____Missouri 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL ACES

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM '—— Howard
FOR NFS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

(Number all entries)

BOOHSLICK STATE

The method used by the Boone brothers in manufacturing this salt 

is not definitely known; however, descriptions of contemporary 

salt works indicate that the water was first boiled until almost 

all was evaporated. The remainder was then placed in the sun 

or "salt house" for natural dehydration. (Lewis Saum, "Salt 

Making," University of Missouri, 1962. Mimeographed.)

This procedure of salt production and manufacturing at such a 

distance from the population centers did not prove profitable 

for the brothers. In 1810 Daniel II. sold his interest to James 

Ibrrison of St. Charles. Hathan continued in the venture with 

liorrison, but in the fall of 1011, he also disposed of his 

interests. Nathan attributed the failure of the salt works to 

the troubles and pilferings of the local Indians "... chiefly 

in stealing and killing the '.forking and beef cattle." These 

work animals were replaced by going downstream 1$0 miles to the 

nearest settlement, while the works remained idle, (Draper 

Manuscripts, Interview with Nathan Boone, 1851, State Historical 

Society of Wisconsin, Vol. 63, pp. 2lili-2l|6.)

Between 1312-183!.! Jesse and Janes Morris on worked the salt lick, 

operating on the same scale s.s the Boone Brothers.

After the Horrisons' enterprise, the lick remained idle until 

1869 when the Boonslick Salt Manufacturing Company was organized. 

This company conducted rather extensive drilling operations at 

the site, digging one of the springs to & depth of 1001 feet. 

However, when the water from the well was chemically tested, it 

was found to be insufficiently saline to support the operations. 

The salt works being situated quite a distance from a large 

population center also prompted the company to dissolve in 1879. 

("The Boonslick Salt Manufacturing Coripany," BOGIE'S Lirjk Sketches, 

Ho. 67, May 8, 1939.)

The only other a.tter.Tpt to utilize the salt lick was at the turn 

of the century when an attempt to stock the lick with oysters 

and salt water fish proved unsuccessful.

In 19^9, an eight acre tract w'iich included the salt lick, was 

donated to the State of Jlissouri for use as a state park. This 

area has now been expanded to include 17 acres.
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